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RESULTS  OF ON-LINE TREE SURVEY February  2010 
The number of responses was disappointing even though the project was 
advertised in local media and in Your Fingal the FCC newsletter 
Though too small to be regarded as a representative sample the results are 
interesting and confirm many impressions the parks division has regarding public 
attitudes to trees 

Many of the proposals in the draft tree strategy are designed to deal with these 
issues BUT in the context of limited resources particularly regarding regular 
pruning of trees, hedgerows and shrubberies. 
Most people identified the street they live on and this allowed us to compare tree 
size to the feelings of respondents. 
Question Response No.  Total   % 

Yes 36 45 80.0% 
No 9  20.0% 

Streets should have as many trees as possible No Opinion   0.0% 
     

Yes 43 55 78.2% 
No 12  21.8% 

Tree should take second place after other 
considerations e.g. traffic sight lines, not obscuring 
public light standards,  
no excessive shading of gardens etc No Opinion   0.0% 
     

Yes 24 54 44.4% 
No 23  42.6% 

The shade cast by street trees is important to me 

No Opinion 7  13.0% 
     
     

Yes 51 68 75.0% 
No 7  10.3% 

We must have street trees for the sake of 
wildlife – birds, insects etc. 

No Opinion 10  14.7% 
     

Yes 38 56 67.9% 
No 6  10.7% 

Street trees increase the value of my home 

No Opinion 12  21.4% 
     
The ideal street tree      

Yes 28 59 47.5% 
No 8  13.6% 

Has flowers 

Doesn't matter 23  39.0% 
     

Yes 29 56 51.8% 
No 10  17.9% 

Has fruit/berries 

Doesn't matter 17  30.4% 
                    

Yes 21 57 36.8% 
No 17  29.8% 

Has a thick trunk 

Doesn't matter 19  33.3% 
     

Yes 15 56 26.8% 
No 18  32.1% 

Has a large crown 

Doesn't matter 23  41.1% 
     



Yes 34 55 61.8% 
No 4  7.3% 

Casts only light shade 

Doesn't matter 17  30.9% 
     

Yes 11 56 19.6% 
No 24  42.9% 

Casts dense shade in summer 

Doesn't matter 21  37.5% 
     

Yes 38 57 66.7% 
No 2  3.5% 

Has good autumn colour 

Doesn't matter 17  29.8% 
     

Yes 26 57 45.6% 
No 11  19.3% 

Does not drop too many leaves 

Doesn't matter 20  35.1% 
     

Yes 31 56 55.4% 
No 5  8.9% 

Does not shade private gardens 

Doesn't matter 20  35.7% 
      
The trees on my street are       

Yes 11 51 21.6% 
No 34  66.7% 

Too big 

No Opinion 6  11.8% 
     

Yes 17 50 34.0% 
No 26  52.0% 

Too small 

No Opinion 7  14.0% 
     

Yes 10 50 20.0% 
No 34  68.0% 

Cast too much shade 

No Opinion 6  12.0% 
     

Yes 16 52 30.8% 
No 30  57.7% 

Drop too many leaves and block gullies 

No Opinion 6  11.5% 
     
Need pruning Yes 16 51 31.4% 
 No 30  58.8% 
 No Opinion 5  9.8% 
     
Are just right for the road/estate Yes 21 47 44.7% 
 No 15  31.9% 
 No Opinion 11  23.4% 
 
 
 
     



The council receives many requests to prune or remove trees because they cast 
heavy shade and make gardens very dark and cold. Where this occurs it could 
be said that ‘the wrong tree is in the wrong place’.  
What should be policy in these cases?     

Yes 3 46 6.5% 
No 41  89.1% 

Remove the tree and do not replace it 

No Opinion 2  4.3% 
     

Yes 39 53 73.6% 
No 12  22.6% 

Remove and replace with ‘right’ tree 

No Opinion 2  3.8% 
     

Yes 41 51 80.4% 
No 5  9.8% 
No Opinion 5  9.8% 

Thin the crown of the tree 

    
Yes 2 49 4.1% 
No 43  87.8% 

Do nothing and retain the tree in all cases 

No Opinion 4  8.2% 
     

Yes 27 54 50.0% 
No 23  42.6% 

Only plant trees that do not cast heavy shade 

No Opinion 4  7.4% 
     
     

Yes 34 53 64.2% 
No 15  28.3% 

Plant trees far enough away that they do not  
shade private property 

No Opinion 4  7.5% 
 

    

The council receives many requests to remove street trees because they block 
the light from public light standards. The council has developed the practice of  
removing and not replacing street trees within 3 metres of a public light standard 
when residents draw our attention to this and the security concerns that result.  
What should be policy in these situations?    
Retain all trees in all cases Yes 7 52 13.5% 
 No 43  82.7% 
 No Opinion 2  3.8% 
     

Yes 11 50 22.0% 
No 37  74.0% 

Remove and do not replace the trees 

No Opinion 2  4.0% 
     

Yes 39 52 75.0% 
No 11  21.2% 

Prune the trees as hard and as often as necessary 
to maintain adequate lighting 

No Opinion 2  3.8% 
     
     

Yes 40 51 78.4% Remove and replace with a tree in the nearest 
No 10  19.6% 



suitable location No Opinion 1  2.0% 
     

In their search for water, oxygen and nutrients tree roots will grow wherever they 
can. If the available rooting area is too small or trees are planted in a tree pit it is 
only a matter of time before the roots grow under paved areas. This can result 
(depending on species and variety) result in cracking and lifting of footpaths. In 
extreme cases the path will be uplifted to such an extent that it may become a 
trip hazard for pedestrians. 
What should be the councils policy regarding street  tree planting?  

Agree 42 54 77.8% 
Disagree 10  18.5% 

Only plant smaller trees and carry out any works 
necessary to help them establish and grow 

No opinion 2  3.7% 
     

Agree 10 52 19.2% 
Disagree 41  78.8% 

Keep planting large vigorous trees even in 
narrow verges and small tree pits 

No opinion 1  1.9% 
     

Agree 40 50 80.0% 
Disagree 8  16.0% 

Prune the trees as often and as hard as necessary 
to keep them to an acceptable size 

No opinion 2  4.0% 
     

Agree 29 52 55.8% 
Disagree 19  36.5% 

Remove and replace the large trees with more 
smaller growing species or varieties 

No opinion 4  7.7% 
     
Hedgerows     

As the urban areas have expanded in Fingal the council has taken in charge open space 
where old hedgerows have been retained in accordance with planning conditions. Old 
hedgerows have significant wildlife value. In many cases these hedgerows become sites 
where youths congregate and can become sites of anti-social activity or nuisance for 
local residents leading to demands for their removal.  

Agree 23 48 47.9% 
Disagree 20  41.7% 

Retain the hedgerows in all cases 

No opinion 5  10.4% 
     

Agree 49 54 90.7% 
Disagree 4  7.4% 

Trim the hedgerows annually to reduce their 
attractiveness to anti-social  elements 

No opinion 1  1.9% 
     
     
Remove the hedgerows Agree 5 51 9.8% 
 Disagree 42  82.4% 
 No opinion 4  7.8% 
     
 
 
 
 
 
     



Shrubberies     

Many of our open spaces have dense planting around the perimeter of the open space 
often along boundary walls to private gardens. This is commonly a mix of trees with 
shrubby under storey. This dense vegetation often provides cover for anti-social 
elements leading to demands for the removal of the vegetation.  
Retain the trees but remove the understory 

Agree 23 54 42.6% 
 Disagree 29  53.7% 
 No opinion 2  3.7% 
     

Agree 37 51 72.5% 
Disagree 9  17.6% 

Keep the under storey below 1 metre in height 

No opinion 5  9.8% 
     

Agree 35 49 71.4% 
Disagree 8  16.3% 

Where necessary remove the under storey and 
replace with plants with a maximum height of 1 
metre No opinion 6  12.2% 
     

Agree 29 53 54.7% 
Disagree 11  20.8% 

Keep all planting at least a mowing strip away 
from boundary walls  to private gardens 

No opinion 13  24.5% 
     

Agree 23 40 57.5% 
Disagree 13  32.5% 

Prune the existing under storey as hard and as 
often as necessary to maintain it at about 1 metre 
in height No opinion 4  10.0% 
 
 
Service     

Yes 15 34 44.1% 
No 19  55.9% 

If you have ever requested tree works 

No Opinion 0  0.0% 
     

Yes 6 16 37.5% 
No 10  62.5% 

Did you get to the right person easily 

No Opinion 0  0.0% 
     
Were you treated courteously by the council 

Yes 12 15 80.0% 
 No 3  20.0% 
 No Opinion 0  0.0% 
     

Yes 2 14 14.3% 
No 12  85.7% 

Were the works requested carried out 

No Opinion 0  0.0% 
     

Yes 4 15 26.7% 
No 11  73.3% 

If not were you informed of the reason 

No Opinion 0  0.0% 
     



Yes 9 11 81.8% 
No 2  18.2% 

Was there an excessive delay between your 
request and the work being carried out 

No Opinion 0  0.0% 
     

Yes  3 0.0% 
No 3  100.0% 

If a street tree outside your property was felled 
were you informed of this in advance 

No Opinion 0  0.0% 
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