
CONDITIONS OF PITCH ALLOCATION

1. Pitches will be let only to those clubs that have submitted an official application form, together with the appropriate letting fee and who have certification from the appropriate League, Board or Association for all teams for whom accommodation is sought. The fees in respect of any letting shall be as is determined by the County Council from year to year.
2. Clubs are not authorised to grant permission to others to use pitches allocated to the Club.  If other groups approach the Club for permission to use pitches the applicant should be referred to the Council.

3. Where car parks have been provided, clubs must ensure that both their members and the visiting teams avail of these facilities. Where no car park is provided, please ensure that all cars are parked so as to minimize inconvenience to adjoining residents and to avoid unnecessary complaints.
4. Club members must gain entry to and exit from park only through the Authorised entrances and exits.
5. Clubs granted letting of pitches in any park will be responsible for the behaviour of their visiting teams.
6. (i)
The Council may close any pitch during the year, if in its opinion the pitch is unplayable. The Council’s decision in this matter is final. Any claim for alternative accommodation arising from such closure will not be entertained. There are no private pitches on Council property. No club or referee has the right to decide that any pitch is playable where the Council has declared the pitch unplayable. This is solely the function of the Council. Information with regard to the playability of pitches is broadcast every Friday on Aertel page 624 and on the Council’s Website at http://www.fingalcoco.ie/Community Recreation and Amenities Department/Parks/Sports/Football
(ii)
Please note that pitches are declared unplayable by Operations Department, Fingal County Council in the interest of maintaining the grass surfaces to enable the pitches to be available for play in the long-term.

(iii)
Please also note that in the larger regional parks the Park Rangers have the power to declare pitches unplayable at their discretion on Saturday or Sunday if weather conditions have deteriorated since Friday when the pitches may have been declared playable.

(iv)
If a club has received permission to host mid-week matches in the April – September period, and the pitches have been declared unplayable on the Friday, and ground conditions have improved since the weekend, the club should contact the Local Parks Depot to confirm that matches may proceed.


7. Fingal County Council is to be indemnified against any accident or claim arising out of the use of playing pitches.  The amount of insurance must not be for less than €6.5 million in respect of any one claim.  Proof of insurance must be forwarded to the Operations Division together with the application form for allocation of playing facilities.  Clubs must indemnify the County Council against liability for personal injury and any articles that may be lost or stolen from members of the club while using the facilities of the park.
Applications sent to Operations Department, Fingal County Council   without proof of insurance will be returned to the Club which may result in Clubs missing the application deadline.

8. (i)
The express prior approval of the County Council will be required for the use of any of the Pitches in any park other than for weekend fixtures in the November – March period. Each club seeking such facilities during the season must advise the County Council at least 48 hours before each match. The County Council may impose any conditions it deems fit in regard to these revised additional fixtures. 



(ii)
Mid-week matches are allowed during the period April – September only on pitches allocated to the club for weekend fixtures. Where clubs share a pitch the Saturday teams have permission to play on Mondays (A week allocations) and Wednesdays (B week allocations); the Sunday teams on Tuesdays (A week allocations) and Thursdays (B week allocations). 







(iii)
Training is not allowed in Council parks without the written permission of the Council. Each club seeking such facilities must apply to the Operations Department, Fingal County Council for permission prior to the beginning of the football season. The Council may impose any conditions it deems fit in regard to training in Council parks.

(iv)
With regard to pitches in parks which are closed at night and where mid-week fixtures are arranged either at the beginning or end of the season, clubs must ensure that the starting time is set so that the games terminate at least 30 minutes before the official closing time of the park which varies from month to month. Please contact the Park Ranger two days in advance of the proposed game.  The official opening hours of Council parks are as follows: -







Open



Close

November/December/January

10.00 a.m.


5.00 p.m.

February/March


10.00 a.m.


6.00 p.m.

April




10.00 a.m.
            
7.00 p.m.
May




10.00 a.m.


8.00 p.m.

June/July/August


10.00 a.m.


9.00 p.m.

September



10.00 a.m. 


8.00 p.m.

October



10.00 a.m.


7.00 p.m.

9. The Council allocates pitches on a Home and Away basis.  If a club shares a pitch with other clubs, allocations will be for the “A” and “B” weeks.  A list of “A” and “B” weeks for the season is posted to each club with their official notification of allocations for the season.
10. The Council may prohibit any club or member of any club which disregards, disobeys or breaks any condition of letting from using the pitch allocated to the club.
11. The letting of pitches ends with the end of the official season and any club wishing to host 5-a-side competitions etc, during the summer months must have the written permission of the Council. A separate application should be made for the use of pitches during the summer months. (soccer only)
12. Where a club has ladies/girls teams playing in summer leagues the Council must be notified of pitch requirements prior to the commencement of the Leagues. This notice is required to facilitate summer renovation works. (soccer only)
13. It should be noted that Fingal County Council reserves the right to alter pitch allocations within the season, if necessary.
PITCHES

14. The sole responsibility for ensuring that the pitch is free from any and all hazards and that each game can proceed without danger to players, officials or other persons using the park shall be on the Club which shall implement all measures necessary to ensure the safety of such persons. This does not alter the Council’s sole right to call off pitches depending on weather conditions at the time.

15. Pitches are to be marked with proprietary pitch marking products only. Materials such as “Creosote”, weedkiller etc, are not permitted.  Clubs found using herbicide, diesel oil or creosote to mark pitches will be liable to penalties up to and including withdrawal of all pitch allocations.









16. Clubs must remove all litter, including tape, sweet wrappers, plastic bottles and medical waste from pitches and sideline areas after each game. Clubs found in breach of this condition will be liable to penalties up to and including withdrawal of all pitch allocations.






17. Nets are to be secured to posts only by using the “Netfix” system or plastic ‘S’ net ties only. Clubs will be responsible for providing toggles to attach the nets to the “Netfix” slots provided on goalposts.

The use of twine, tape, nails, hooks etc. is strictly prohibited.  Clubs found using nails, hooks, tape or twine to secure nets to posts will be liable to penalties up to and including withdrawal of all pitch allocations.









18. Where steel pins or ground anchors are used to secure nets these must be removed immediately following each game. Under no circumstances may pins or ground anchors be left in or on the ground when a pitch is not in use. Clubs found in breach of this condition will be liable to penalties up to and including withdrawal of all pitch allocations.






19.
(i)
All portable and demountable goalposts must be secured with a system 
that meets the requirements of IS EN 748: 1996 through the use of weights or pins.  Use of portable or demountable goals that do not meet this standard is strictly prohibited.  The club must designate a person to ensure goals are assembled and secured properly before each game and a written record of this inspection retained. Written records of all such inspections must be available for inspection by the Council at any time. 







 (ii)
Portable and demountable goal posts must be tested annually in 
accordance with the methods set out in IS EN 748:1996. Documentary evidence must be submitted to the Council confirming that portable and demountable goal posts were manufactured and tested to the standards set out in IS EN 748 and that 
the posts were tested and passed an annual test to IS EN 748: 1996 prior to the 
start of the season. Pitch allocations for small sided games will not be processed unless documentary evidence of testing is submitted to the Council.

NB:
All ground anchors and pins to secure goalposts to the ground must be removed on completion of games.

20.
Rugby clubs must provide padding for goalpost uprights as recommended by the relevant national governing bodies and remove on completion of games.

DRESSING ROOMS

21. Clubs must provide a sufficient number of stewards to keep order in the dressing rooms and on pitches and must prevent unauthorised entry to the pavilion.  No responsibility or liability is accepted for loss or damage to any property left in pavilions.

22. Clubs must accept responsibility for the conduct of all persons admitted to dressing rooms, for keeping them clean and tidy and for repair of any damage caused to them.

23. Where dressing rooms have been provided, keys must be returned at the end of the season.

______________________




Tommie McManus

Administrative Officer
Operations Department

