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The Planning System and Flo o d Risk Management Guidelines
Flo o d Zo nes and Po tential fo r Develo p ment
Zo ne A – where the p ro bability o f flo o ding fro m rivers and the sea
is highest (greater than 1% o r 1 in 100 fo r river flo o ding o r 0.5% o r
1 in 200 fo r c o astal flo o ding)
Zo ne B - where the p ro bability o f flo o ding fro m rivers and the sea 
is mo derate (between 0.1% o r 1 in 1000 and 1% o r 1 in 100 fo r 
river flo o ding and between 0.1% o r 1 in 1000 year and 0.5% 
o r 1 in 200 fo r c o astal flo o ding)
Zo ne C - where the p ro bability o f flo o ding fro m rivers and the sea 
is lo w (less than 0.1% o r 1 in 1000 fo r bo th river and c o astal 
flo o ding).  Flo o d zo ne C c o vers all o f the areas o f the p lan whic h 
are no t in zo nes A o r B.
Planning Imp licatio ns
Zo ne A - High p ro bability o f flo o ding.  Mo st types o f develo p ment 
wo uld be c o nsidered inap p ro p riate in this zo ne. Develo p ment in 
this zo ne sho uld be avo ided and/o r o nly c o nsidered in excep tio nal 
circ umstances, suc h as in city and to wn centres, o r in the case o f 
essential infrastruc ture that canno t be lo cated elsewhere, and 
where the Justificatio n Test has been ap p lied. Only water-
c o mpatible develo p ment, suc h as do c k s and marinas, do c k side 
ac tivities that req uire a waterside lo catio n, amenity o p en space, 
o utdo o r sp o rts and rec reatio n, wo uld be c o nsidered ap p ro p riate 
in this zo ne.
Zo ne B - Mo derate p ro bability o f flo o ding. Highly vulnerable 
develo p ment, suc h as ho sp itals, residential care ho mes, Garda, 
fire and ambulance statio ns, dwelling ho uses and p rimary strategic 
transp o rt and utilities infrastruc ture, wo uld generally be c o nsidered 
inap p ro p riate in this zo ne, unless the req uirements o f the 
Justificatio n Test can be met. Less vulnerable develo p ment, suc h 
as retail, c o mmercial and industrial uses, sites used fo r sho rt-let fo r 
caravans and camping and sec o ndary strategic transp o rt and 
utilities infrastruc ture, and water-c o mpatible develo p ment might 
be c o nsidered ap p ro p riate in this zo ne. In general ho wever, less 
vulnerable develo p ment sho uld o nly be c o nsidered in this zo ne if 
adeq uate lands o r sites are no t available in Zo ne C and subjec t 
to  a flo o d risk assessment to  the ap p ro p riate level o f detail to  
demo nstrate that flo o d risk to  and fro m the develo p ment can o r 
will adeq uately be managed.
Zo ne C - Lo w p ro bability o f flo o ding. Develo p ment in this zo ne is 
ap p ro p riate fro m a flo o d risk persp ec tive (subjec t to  assessment o f 
flo o d hazard fro m so urces o ther than rivers and the c o ast) but 
wo uld need to  meet the no rmal range o f o ther p ro p er p lanning and 
sustainable develo p ment c o nsideratio ns.
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Specific Objectives

Sheet Index Map

Draft Flood Risk Areas

Riv e rs

River (Fluvial) Flooding 

Coastal Flooding

1 in 200 (0.5% chance  o f flo od e v e nt o ccurring in any one  ye ar)

1 in 100 (1% chance  of flo od e v e nt o ccurring in any one  ye ar)

1 in 1000 (0.1% chance  of flo o d e v e nt occurring in any o ne  ye ar)
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1 in 1000 (0.1% chance  of flo o d e v e nt occurring in any o ne  ye ar)

(Please refer to www.fingal.ie/planning or www.fingaleastmeathframs.ie 
for most up to date FEMFRAMS mapping)

EPA River Water Quality Status 
A go od div e rsity of sp e cie s and only slight 
p o llution pre se nt de fine s ‘go o d’ status w ate r 
bodie s

Good

Moderate A re duce d div e rsity of sp e cie s and the  
pre se nce  o f mode rate  p o llution de fine s 
‘mode rate ’ status w ate r bodie s

Poor Po o r div e rsity of sp e cie s as a re sult 
of se rious p o llution proble ms de fine s 
‘p o o r’ status w ate r bodie s

Bad Abse nce  of naturally pre se nt sp e cie s as a 
re sult of se rious p o llution proble ms de fine s 
‘bad’ status w ate r bodie s

Disclaimer: Draft Floodmaps have been produced as part of a
strategic assessment of flood risk within the County.  Areas 
which are prone to flooding and areas for which significant 

development is anticipated have been prioritised as part of this 
study. The draft floodmaps may not fully reflect the flood risk in 

other areas of the County
A Flood Risk Assesment is being undertaken for the River Liffey,

but no results are available at present

Note :
See County Strategy / Index Map for Zoning Descriptions
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For further detail please refer to the Draft Written Statement, Draft Written 
Statement Appendices and the Strategic Flood Risk Assessment 
for the Draft Fingal Development Plan 2017 - 2023


